SEND CoHee Mornmg -
Dl:lspraxia

21 May 2025
HG[P leUI”SClJf |?O refreshments!



What |S Dﬂspraxio,?

Dgspraxia, also known as developmenlal co-ordinalion disorder (DCD), is a
common disorder thal aﬂrecls movemen} and co-ordinalion.

Dﬂspraxia does nol aﬂtecf your inke“igence. I} can aﬂtect your co-ordinalion skills — such as tasks

requiring balance, P[Oljing sPorts or learning to drive a car. Dl:JsPro,xia can a[so aﬂtect your J:'me motor

ski[ls, such as wrihng or us’mg sma” objects.

(NHS, 2023)



Cognition Social, Emotional
and and Mental
Learning Health
Communication Sensory and/

and Interaction or Physical

‘Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one
or more specific aspects of learning. This
encompasses a range of conditions such as

dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.” SEND
Code of Practice: 0-25 years, 2015, p98.




What might be seen in school if a child has weak motor/coordination skills?

Gross motor

Poor balance and coordination

Frequently falls over

May bump into things/people in the
classroom or on the playground
Difficulties with PE / games, dance,
swimming, poor ball skills

Difficulties maintaining good sitting posture
— may slump or support head with hand /
arm

May wrap their legs around the legs of the
chair, or tuck them up

May drop / break things easily

May not be able to ride a bike

May tire easily

Hesitant when using stairs

May find swimming difficult

Fine motor

Poor handwriting — poor letter formation
and/or illegible script

Messy eating

Slow to dress / undress for PE — difficulties
with zips, buttons, etc.

Difficulties cutting / sticking

Difficulties with recording ideas on paper —
slow

Difficulties with sizing / spacing

Poor manipulative skills affecting art, craft
or DT

Pencil grip too tight / loose

May experience pain in their hand when
writing

May struggle to turn pages in a book




What other difficulties might be seen in school if a child has dyspraxia/DCD?

Visual perception

Poor copying skills
Reversals/orientation difficulties

Poor spatial awareness

Poor at sequencing

Discrimination difficulties

Difficulties tracking

Difficulties with jigsaws/sorting games

Social skills

Often isolated

Difficulties judging how to behave in
company (sharing/talking ete.)

Mot included in games

Poor understanding of rules — e.g., personal
space

Can be volatile, erratic, hard to get on with
Feeling and possibly being different

Attention and concentration

Fidgety

Poor concentration

Distractibility

Inability to complete tasks

Poor listening skills

Difficulties keeping track of thoughts
Redquires activities to be broken down
May be affected by background noise
Difficulties think of words to write

* Speech, Language and Communication
Disordered speech sound development
Impaired expressive language skills
Difficulties remembering and following
sequences of instructions

Words may be muddled

Difficulties understanding positional
language (on, in, behind, ete.)

Difficulties following directions and
remembering way around new environment

Organisation

Very muddled and disorganised
Difficulties following sequence and rules
Requires visual reminders

Difficulties laying out work and planning
Poor sense of time




PI”OCGSS

I¢ you have concerns thak your child has dyspraxia, then:

* Consul with your child's class teacher or the SENDCo in the first instance

* QFT siralegies in place fo support

* If liflle or no progress with provision in class, implement SMART largels for gross/fine

motor
¢ Access, Plo,n, Do, Review

* Proceed with dgsproxia PaleaEJ affer 3 cgcles of infervention



DUSPI’OXiO PI’OCGSS

The Dgspro,xio, PathwaH is an evidence-based po,H‘»wo,g.
* Parents can complete Occupahonal Hlero,Pg referrals/consuuo,nt
* Complele the molor checklists

¢ Coma.e:e H‘»e motor referral

¢ Como,e e child’s voice and Po,renFs voice

* Underfake interventions over a period of lime and then use these plcms as evidence. E.g.

SMART Moves

¢ Learnmg Support Team undertake assessmenks and give idenhficahon where aPPlicab[e



Dyspraxia Pathway Feb 2024.pdf For pathway resources

Support in school - Dyspraxia wave 1 to 3.pdf



file:///C:/Users/ljones/OneDrive%20-%20redhill.worcs.sch.uk/SEND%20Staff%20Share/SEND/Referrals/Dyspraxia%20pathway/Dyspraxia%20Pathway%20Feb%202024.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ljones/OneDrive%20-%20redhill.worcs.sch.uk/SEND%20Staff%20Share/SEND/Referrals/Dyspraxia%20pathway/Dyspraxia%20wave%201%20to%203.pdf

Thank you for hstening. Ang

queshons?
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