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Polite reminders Just a polite reminder that 

this is a supportive and 

informative session. 

If you would like to raise 

concerns or discuss your 

child specifically, then 

please do make an 

appointment to do this.



What is Dyslexia?

Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily 
affects the skills involved in accurate and 
fluent word reading and spelling. 
Characteristic features of dyslexia are difficulties 
in phonological awareness, verbal memory and 
verbal processing speed. Dyslexia occurs across 
the range of intellectual abilities.

Dyslexic people may have difficulty processing 
and remembering information they see and 
hear, which can affect learning and the 
acquisition of literacy skills. Dyslexia can also 
impact on other areas such as organisational
skills.

- British Dyslexia Association.



What Dyslexia may look 
like in reading...



What Dyslexia 
may look like in 
writing...



What are the signs of dyslexia? - NHS
Signs of dyslexia usually become apparent when a child starts school and begins to focus more on learning 
how to read and write.

A person with dyslexia may:

• read and write very slowly

• confuse the order of letters in words

• be confused by letters that look similar and write letters the wrong way round (such as "b" and "d")

• have poor or inconsistent spelling

• understand information when told verbally, but have difficulty with information that's written down

• find it hard to carry out a sequence of directions

• struggle with planning and organisation

But people with dyslexia often have good skills in other areas, such as creative thinking and problem solving.



What resources we can use to 
support...

Talking tins

Coloured overlays

Writing slopes

Dyslexia friendly backgrounds on PowerPoints etc.

Dyslexia friendly books

Visual aids – task management boards to chunk tasks to 
support working memory

New Dyslexia friendly font – to be implemented soon!

Talk to text – software?



What is the process if 
you have a concern?

• Discuss concerns with your child's class 
teacher or SENDCo

• Class teacher will carry out a dyslexia checklist

• If child scores 50% or more, this could indicate 
signs of dyslexia

• Class teacher will put an initial intervention 
plan in place



What is the process if you have a concern?

• Class teachers will implement strategies within the provision to support need

• If no or limited progress has been made after two cycles of intervention, they will be put 

on the monitoring list on the SEND register.

• Learning Support Team (LST) referral can be made to carry out a DDM assessment

• This will be on priority basis due to funding and available hours to the school

Please note that the LST recommend that the process starts from Year 3 onwards due to age 

appropriate behaviours e.g. reversing letters/numbers, spelling.



Dyslexia Referral 

As part of the Dyslexia referral, the LST require various evidence as part of the assessment:

• Dyslexia Checklists

• PACE checklist – to be completed by parents and teachers

• Parent Interview 

• Pupils voice 

• Child's attainment levels 

• Intervention plans 



Dyslexia Referral 

Once this referral has been processed, an identification of Dyslexia will be made. This will 

provide a 'diagnosis' of the condition.

However, the most important thing is the early intervention that has taken place and what the 

provision looks like for your child. The identification of Dyslexia however will support the child 

in other ways such as a sense of identity/understanding, extra time in tests.

To note: The criteria for applying for extra time in tests change every year and there is 

no guarantee that your child will gain extra time/have a scribe. This is with or without a 

dyslexia diagnosis.


